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SUBJECT: SECRETARY PATERNO ON MRS. MARCOS’ VISIT TO LIBYA 

1 . IN CONVERSATION NOVEMBER 22 WITH ACTING E/C COUNSELOR, 
SECRETARY OP INDUSTRY VICENTE PATERNO WAS GUARDED ABOUT 
MRS. MARCOS’ VISIT TO LIBYA AND REFUSED TO BE DRAWN OUT 
EXCEPT ON THE ECONOMIC SIDE OP WHICH HE WAS IN CHARGE. HE 
SAID THAT THE PHILIPPINES HOPES TO SELL SOME REPINED WHITE 
SUGAR AND SOME LUMBER TO LIBYA, BUT DOES NOT INTEND TO TAKE 
ANY LIBYAN OIL BECAUSE OP ITS HIGH PRICE. THE LIBYANS 
REFUSED TO DISCUSS OIL PRICES AT ALL, INDICATING A TAKE IT 

OR LEAVE IT ATTITUDE. 
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2. PATERNO BELIEVED THAT THE BEST PROSPECTS LAY IN THE 
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EXPORT OF SKILLED FILIPINO WORKERS. HE ESTIMATED THAT THERE 
WERE ABOUT 400,000 GASTARBEITERS OR FOREIGN WORKERS IN 
LIBYA. AS A MATTER OF FACT, MOST OF THE "LIBYANS" 

WHOM HE MET WERE EITHER EGYPTIANS OR TUNISIANS. IN 
CONCLUSION, HOWEVER, PATERNO ADMITTED UNDER HIS BREATH 
THAT BOTH THE ECONOMIC AND THE CULTURAL AGREEMENTS WERE 
"MEANINGLESS." 

3. ASKED WHETHER THE LIBYANS WERE FRIENDLY OR UNFRIENDLY, 
PATERNO STRUGGLED FOR WORDS TO DESCRIBE THE FILIPINO 
EXPERIENCE. HE FINALLY SETTLED ON THE FACT THE THE 
LIBYANS WERE "TOUGH" IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

SULLIVAN 
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